[A preliminary study on telomerase activity in lung cancer patients' bronchoscopically biopsied specimens.].
To detect the levels of telomerase activity in lung cancer tissues and explore the value of telomerase activity analysis in specimens obtained by bronchoscopic biopsy in the diagnosis of lung cancer. Extracts of cells in surgically resected specimens and bronchoscopically biopsied specimens were analyzed for telomerase activity by the telomeric repeat amplification protocol (TRAP) assay. The results of TRAP assays were compared with those of pathological examination.. Telomerase activity was positive in surgically resected specimens from 10 of 10 lung cancer tissues and from 0 of 10 normal lung tissues. Telomerase activity was positive in bronchoscopically biopsied specimens from 8 of 11 lung cancer tissues , from 1 of 3 benign lung disease tissues , and from 3 of 12 normal bronchial mucosas. Lung cancer tissues have detectable telomerase activity. Detection of telomerase activity in bronchoscopic biopsied specimens may be helpful in the diagnosis of lung cancer.